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Purpose

Basic introduction to readily available sources 
of population, economic, and demographic 
data.

Focus on data available for communities 
(cities, towns, counties, or smaller)



Potential Sources

State and local program offices

American FactFinder
-- Census Bureau

Food Stamp Program Map Machine
-- Economic Research Service

Common Core Data – School Meals
-- National Center for Education Statistics



American FactFinder

Created and maintained by the Bureau of the Census

Data from Decennial Census, American Community 
Survey, Economic Census, and Population Estimates 
Program

Data for the Nation, States, Counties, Census Tracts

Available at www.factfinder.census.gov



Percent of Persons Below Poverty (1999)
Fairfax County, VA by Census Tract



Food Stamp Program Map Machine

Created and maintained 
by Economic Research 
Service, USDA

National, state, and 
county counts of food 
stamp and TANF 
participants and 
benefits

Linked to counts of 
persons in poverty 
(1999)

Available on-line at 
www.ers.usda.gov/Data
/FoodStamps/



Per Capita Food Stamp Participation (1999)



Common Core Data – School Meals

Created and maintained by National Center for Education 
Statistics, DoED

National, state, and county, district and school counts of 
enrollment and students eligible for free and reduced-
price school meals

Linked to Census 2000, 
including counts of 
persons in poverty 
(1999)

Available on-line at 
nces.ed.gov/ccd/



Free and Reduced Price Students (2002)



Custom Maps

Census Tracts Where 50% or More of the Population have Family Incomes Less Than 18 Los Angeles

California Census Tracts Where 50% or More of the Population have Family Incomes Less Than 185% of Poverty
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